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The sith anmual “American
k Film Festival'

anmoiineed the winners of ils
2002 compeditions . duckg the
reeene ABFF Awards Show pre-
seniedd by Lineoln and co-hosted
b Roberl Townsend and Shaon
Robinson at the Jackle Gleasos,
| Theaire, func 289, i South
Heach. The star-gmidded. gsla
enlminated ABFF s {ive-day festl-
val cvent, bogoning «Junc 26,
and ataped Al varioun-ore sites.
"Florida la proud o host the
Black Film Festival,”
Gavernor Jebi Bush. "Our
gtate's cullural diversity as well
oIy commectinn with the fim
industry make this the peries]
yenae Lo celebraie  Afrlean-
Adquerican gektevement (o film.
W fnlend o baidld oo our rela
. thonship with the ABFF @6 1§ fic-
thier excpands and devolops i e
coming years, We - dlso belEewe
{hat  Hollywood  has just
soralokied the surface ol thecres
tve energy of the Suushine
te; mnd we arc commilled o
np Flortda o hiaven for flm-

£S5,

' This years awards inchaded
| the top HEQ Shorl Filme Award,
{ihé Lincoln Filmmaker Trophy.
‘the lirsr Blockhbustes Avdienee
| agrard for Fest Feahire Filodand
ijh'e ABFF  celebrity  honurs,
Hncluding Brst Actress and Best
| Actor Awards and the prevoush:
announeed.  Rising  Star and
Et}an:x:r Achievenseait Awartds,
“Thie BRI, directed and writien
. Mark Allen, snd starring
Antonio Fargas-and Nia Pesbles.
won  the Lincoln  Filmmaker
Trophy Award. The FIBO Shart
Filaes Award, with a grand prise ol
B20.D00, went to "Ehiest o Ref™
{edirected and wrilten by Benjamin
;‘ﬁfm.kms. who aleo siarred n the
il "Cteil Brand,” direclid by
I»Emm!.r Award winner Neema
Barneile, ook the Blockbuster
fAudicoe Award for Best Fealure
*

Film,
Producer
Toger M,
B 5 Lheehe
accepled
the  awarsd
for Mi Allers,
In addilian to
his award, Wr
Allen receibnca A
two-year  ledse
ary, & Limeoks
Dlervigator.

The . Audiedce
Award  for.  Hest
Performande. by an
Actreas  wenl o
Mondoa Calhoun for
hier - oafstanding per-
lormance n Pandara’s)
Box," & nominee [or
Best Fealore Filmeat this
year's CABFF. - Clifton |
Povarell v the fAadience
Award for Besi Actor for
his performance  fn (20
Brand,” which also featured
Ma; Calhonn,

In i special;, moving ribuis
o the work and artistey of
mdisstry  velepan - Roberl
Towmsend, actors Chris Tucker
uned Keenen Tvory, Wayans suf-
prised Mr. Townsend with
ABFFs 2002 SLareer
Achievement- Maole Avard.

We are deeply thankiul for the
eoptnuing suppart of our kauaed-
ing spensor. HOO, and our
Matimum  sponsor, Lineols, as
well 18 that of our many rlends
mcluding’ Robert Townscnd, Bl
Trikee, Chris Tueker and Keenen
Trory Wayans,” sald Jell Friday,
Preatident & CEQ, Film Lile, boc
and  Exceuthee Producer of - Lhe
Amefican Hlack Film Festival. it
is hecaunse of this alleglance anil
Ipvalyy that ABFF has become
[k prembere multcaltural A
Femtivil i the werld,

The Blockbuster Andiesnce
Award [im "Cpak Brond® s B
herd-gdged hip-tigp tale abx

canphl up b ahise

and exploiiation, and the
realify of prisoms se madernday
pluntations, The women discover
that & éorporation Is paying for
the enlice "plantation setup” and
malting huge profits off their
slave labor, Ms. Harnette direoted
from & seript by Jdovees [ewis and

Preston Whitmare.  The  casl
sncludes LisaRave, Mas  DOef
NDBushe Wrighl. Mo

Calhaun, Da Brat, MC Lyle.
e Powell e won the 2002
Best Aclor Award for his per-
formuarce i this film)  and
Tickhing Arnald. Jetf Clanagian i
exprufive  producer of  “Ciil
Brand® which received & &15,
(0K} prize from Blockbuosten nes
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